SPRING

COURSES & EVENTS
January – March

Welcome!
:ועת לִ ְבנוֹ ת
ֵ  ֵעת לִ ְפרוֹ ץ...ֵעת לָ ַט ַעת וְ ֵעת לַ ֲעקוֹ ר
“A time to plant and a time to uproot… a time to break down and a
time to build…” (Ecclesiastes 3:2–3)
When I began organising the adult education programme at LSJS, I promised
myself we would never water down Judaism with simplistic explanations or
saccharine presentations. For almost two decades we have been offering you the
best teaching and teachers we can find, always innovating and never relying on
past successes. And so it is with great pleasure that I hand on the role of Head of
Adult Education to Michael Rainsbury, an accomplished Jewish leader brimming
with energy and creativity.
Ecclesiastes teaches that nothing ever stays the same. For life to continue and
thrive we need to plant and uproot, break down and build. Michael will take LSJS
to new heights and provide compelling, uplifting and meaningful Jewish learning
for us all. I will watch with admiration and anticipation.
At the same time, I am delighted to have been invited by the trustees of LSJS to
become the Sacks Chair in Modern Jewish Thought, established by the ZANDAN
family. It is the honour of my life to spread the teaching of Rabbi Sacks, may his
memory be a blessing, and to focus further on teaching, writing and sharing in this
wonderful tradition of ours.
Once again, this brochure contains an embarrassment of riches. Whether you
come to study IN-PERSON or learn ONLINE, I guarantee that the experience will
have a lasting affect. After all, we must never stay the same…
Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum
Dean, LSJS

LSJS courses and events – free of charge exclusively for ICZ members
Education has always been at the heart of Jewish life and community. As Rabbi
Dr Jonathan Sacks zt”l put it so eloquently in his 2002 book The Dignity of
Difference:
“Throughout the centuries, when the vast majority of Europe was illiterate, Jews
maintained an educational infrastructure as their highest priority. It is no
exaggeration to say that this lay at the heart of the Jewish ability to survive
catastrophe, negotiate change and flourish in difficult circumstances.”
Jewish learning is an essential part of our ICZ offering to members. This is why
the ICZ Rabbinate established the MIZPE learning programme of interesting
lectures on different topics. MIZPE means viewpoint/lookout opening up to the
horizon. Now we are delighted to announce a brand new horizon:
We have just set up a special relationship with the world-famous London School
of Jewish Studies, LSJS, exclusively giving ICZ members free online access to
their top-quality courses and events (in English).
These were once only available in London – hard for us to get to from Zurich. But
today we can join in online and learn from their top lecturers and scholars on a
wide range of topics extending from Jewish history to law, literature, ethics,
culture, Torah and more.
ICZ members can attend the courses and events for free. Simply sign up for the
ones you want on the LSJS website here using the Discount Code*
I urge you to look through the rich programme, take advantage of this excellent
new opportunity, and open yourselves up to new horizons.
Rabbiner lic. phil. Noam Hertig
Rabbi of the community
 רב הקהילה דק"ק ציריך,הרב נועם הרטיג

*For the Discount Code please contact the ICZ Administration via rabbinat@icz.org

How to book

Special events
Sacks Chair of Modern Jewish Thought

4

www.lsjs.ac.uk

Re-presenting the Holocaust at IWM 
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+44 20 8203 6427

Face to Face

6

Jewish Lives Interrupted

7

Achashverosh on Trial

8

Esther in America
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Book for courses online or by phone:

Please book your
FREE class or
course from our
Spring brochure by
visiting
www.lsjs.ac.uk
and using 100%

Any questions?
Call or email us at:
lsjsadmin@lsjs.ac.uk

Stay connected
Subscribe to our weekly email via our
website for up-to-date information.

discount code*

Make sure you are on the LSJS

at the checkout.

WhatsApp group (text +44 7869 811516)
or follow us on Facebook, Instagram
or Twitter to stay up to date on all LSJS
events.

*For the Discount Code please contact the
ICZ Administration via rabbinat@icz.org

LSJS, London School of Jewish Studies, delivers inspiring educational programmes which
transmit a love of learning and achieve excellence in teaching to transform the UK Jewish
community and beyond.

All information is correct at time of going to
print and may be subject to change.
For information about our Terms and Conditions,
please visit our website.
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A tour of the British Museum
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British Museum Matzah Ramble 
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Covenant & Continuity: Weekly Parasha
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Modern Jewish Literature
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Joshua: Realising the dream

16

In-depth Parashat Hashavua

17

Hearing God

18

Jewish Law and Mental Health

19

Rashi's Rebellious Grandson - Rashbam
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The Year of Shemita
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Mysticism, the Bible and Jewish Law
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The LSJS Ulpan 
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LSJS for all
Degrees, Library, Legacy

24–27

ONLINE

ONLINE

INAUGURAL LECTURE

FREE EVENT

IN-PERSON

IN-PERSON

The Sacks Chair of
Modern Jewish Thought
ESTABLISHED BY THE ZANDAN FAMILY

Re-presenting
the Holocaust at the
Imperial War Museum
With James Bulgin

In recognition of the global impact
of Rabbi Sacks zt”l and his close
connection to LSJS for more than
four decades, a new chair has
been established in his memory,
generously founded by the Zandan
family in the USA.
The LSJS trustees have invited Rabbi
Dr Raphael Zarum, Dean of LSJS and
a long-time student of Rabbi Sacks,
to be the first occupant of the chair,
which will enable him to focus on
teaching, writing and amplifying the
vision of the college. The community
is invited to the inaugural lecture to
be held at LSJS in the presence of
members of the Sacks family.
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LECTURE TITLE

The Seven
Pillars of Wisdom
Towards a Judaism for
the 21st Century

EVENT
Date: Monday 17 January
Time: 8–9:30pm

In October 2021 the new Holocaust
Galleries were opened at the Imperial
War Museum. Their curator, James
Bulgin, will be leading this special
session. He will take us through the
development of the new galleries
from their inception, all the way
through the design process and up
to their opening. James will discuss
the central ideas behind the galleries
and how the team sought to achieve
them, sharing some of the challenges
faced and how his team navigated
the final phases of the project
through the international pandemic.

James Bulginis Head
of Content for the new
Holocaust Galleries at the
Imperial War Museum.
Before joining IWM James
worked as a commercial theatre
producer and director, with work in the
West End and on national tour, and
co-wrote the play When Darkness Falls.
He is currently completing a PhD under
the Crosslands Scholarship at Royal
Holloway College, University of London,
on ideas of apocalypse in Holocaust and
Cold War history. His academic research
focuses on issues of representation in
Holocaust literature and film.

BOOK YOUR PLACE

EVENT

BOOK YOUR PLACE

Limited seats. No fee, but book
soon to reserve your place.

Date: Monday 31 January
Time: 8–9:30pm

£12 (£10 before 24 January)
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How can we pray to a God we cannot see?

The impact of Covid-19 on Jewish teens

With Rabbi Alex Israel

With Dr Helena Miller

How can we build a relationship with a
transcendent God?
The Rambam is famous for his
opposition to any imagery of God. But
does this make God unreachable and
unimaginable? If God has no image,
why does the Torah give God so many
body parts? Using the Rambam, Rav
S.R Hirsch, Rav Eliezer Berkovits and
others, we shall explore a non-traditional
approach to this question.

EVENT
Date: Sunday 13 February
Time: 8–9:30pm
BOOK YOUR PLACE
£12 (£10 before 6 February)
£3 for students; contact the
LSJS office

Rabbi Alex Israel
teaches at Yeshivat
Eretz Hatzvi, Matan and
Midreshet Lindenbaum
and serves as Director of
Community Education at the Pardes
Institute, Jerusalem. He studied at
Yeshivat Har Etzion, London School
of Economics and Bar Ilan University,
and has published two volumes on
the book of Kings. He is a popular
lecturer at campuses and Jewish
communities on five continents.
Read his Torah at www.alexisrael.org
This session is in partnership with:

Covid-19 has been uncharted territory
for everyone. Dr Miller and her team
spoke with 1400 Jewish
teenagers about the impact
the pandemic has had on
their Jewish and school lives.
The results open a window
on how they've responded to the
challenges, and how their schools
and families have supported them.
They explored landmark moments as
well as the minutiae of everyday life
with these young people. Come and
listen to the results of their research
and what it means for our community.

Dr Helena Miller is the
Director of Degrees, coHead of Teacher Training
programmes and a Senior
Research Fellow at LSJS.
She initiated and leads the Jewish Lives
longitudinal research study of Jewish
families in the UK.
Helena has a PhD in Jewish Education,
is the senior editor of the International
Handbook of Jewish Education (2011
Springer) and was the senior editor of the
Journal of Jewish Education (2014–20). In
2012 she received the Max Fisher Prize
for outstanding contribution to Jewish
Education in the Diaspora.
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ONLINE

Jewish Lives Interrupted

IN-PERSON

ONLINE
IN-PERSON

Face to Face

The Jewish lives interrupted
research project was sponsored by:

EVENT
Date: Monday 14 February
Time: 8–9:30pm
BOOK YOUR PLACE
£12 (£10 before 8 February)

FREE FOR TEACHERS & EDUCATORS; CONTACT THE LSJS OFFICE.
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IN-PERSON

A festive courtroom drama

FREE EVENT

Was the Persian king of the Purim story a bumbling
fool or a conniving despot? Did Haman manipulate him
to destroy the Jews or was he an antisemite himself?
And what of his treatment of Vashti and Esther?
We have gathered great legal minds to debate this
historic case. Drawing on contemporary and traditional
arguments, and driven by eloquence, humour and
special guests, this courtroom drama will deepen our
appreciation of the Book of Esther.

Prosecution and defence barristers

Esther in America
The strange, surprising and inspiring role
the Megillah has played in U.S. history
With Rabbi Dr Stu Halpern
Special guest lecturer from Yeshiva University
From the American Revolution
to the fight against slavery,
from early American Zionism to
contemporary politics, the story of
Esther has played an unexpected
role. Join us as we unfurl how
America has long seen its own
story through the prism of Purim.
EVENT

Anthony Metzer QC
Barrister, Goldsmiths
Chambers London

Date: Monday 7 March
Time: 8–9:15pm

Rachel Marcus
Barrister, 1 Crown
Office Row, London

BOOK YOUR PLACE
EVENT

ONLINE

ONLINE

Achashverosh on Trial

Rabbi Dr Stu Halpern is
Senior Advisor to the Provost
of Yeshiva University and
Deputy Director of YU’s
Straus Center for Torah and
Western Thought. Dr Halpern has an MA
in Education from Columbia University, an
MA in Bible from YU, a PhD in Education
from YU's Azrieli Graduate School of
Education, and rabbinic ordination from
Rabbi Chaim Brovender. He has edited 17
books, including most recently, Esther in
America. His writing has appeared in The
Wall Street Journal, Newsweek, and The
Jerusalem Post.

£12 (£10 before 28 February)

Date: Sunday 27 February
Time: 7:30–9:15pm
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Dr Harris Bor
Barrister, 20 Essex
Street London

Joanne Greenaway
International Arbitration
lawyer, now CEO of LSJS

Presiding Judge:
Rabbi Dr Harvey Belovski
Golders Green Synagogue;
expert in Jewish Law
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Limited in-person court-side
seats or watch online.
Pre-booking essential.
This event is part of LSJS’s
Annual Fundraising
Campaign. To find out more
about how you can be
involved, please contact
karen.brosh@lsjs.ac.uk
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A tour of the British Museum

A Jewish Theology for the
Age of Artificial Intelligence

Guided by Michelle Sint and
Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum
Have you ever seen Achashverosh on his throne? Wondered
at the wealth and grandeur of his palaces? Worked out
where Shushan is actually located? This tour uncovers the
Persian politics behind the Purim story and will provide
you with fascinating insights into the intrigue and excesses
related in Esther’s Megillah.
The British Museum houses countless treasures that bring
the Bible to life. Experience the wonders of the museum
in-person, aided by audio equipment which allows social
distancing, and enables you to hear every word from our
expert guide. Or join us on zoom for a new online version
of the tour from the comfort of your sofa.
Michelle Sinthas an MA in Jewish
Studies and a BA in Hebrew, English and
American Studies. She is a graduate
of the LSJS Susi Bradfield Educators
Programme and a regular LSJS tour guide.
She trains Jewish Studies teachers and
teaches adults Jewish Studies skills.
Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum is the Dean of
LSJS and a world-renowned educator.
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IN-PERSON

ONLINE

Date: Sun 13 or Mon 14 March
Time: 10am–12:45pm
Guide: Michelle Sint

Date: Sun 13 March
Time: 6pm–7:30pm
Guide: Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum

BOOK YOUR PLACE

BOOK YOUR PLACE

£20 (£16 before 7 March)

£18 (£14 before 7 March)

ONLINE

Staying Human

IN-PERSON

ONLINE
IN-PERSON

Purim and Persia

Dr Harris Bor discusses his new book
with Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum

Futurists speculate that we are heading
towards a ‘singularity,’ in which AI will
outsmart human beings, and we will all
coalesce into a single, ever-expanding
mind ruled by data. This idea mirrors
conceptions of God as everything,
singular and all-knowing. Is this good
for humanity?
Dr Harris Bor’s amazingly accessible new
book discusses these issues through
the writings of Spinoza, Heidegger and
traditional Judaism. What does it mean
today to stay both religious and human?
Enjoy a fascinating, refreshing and
meaningful discussion at this special
book launch.
Dr Harris Bor is a
Research Fellow and
Lecturer at LSJS,
and a barrister (trial
advocate) specialising
in international arbitration and
commercial litigation. He holds a
PhD in Theology from Cambridge
University, is a rabbinic scholar
with the Montefiore Endowment,
and has been a visiting scholar at
Harvard University and UCL.

“Staying Human offers an original,
well-reasoned, constructive Jewish
theology that bridges technoscience
and religion, transcendence and
immanence, universality and
particularity, and reason and the
imagination.” – Professor Hava
Tirosh-Samuelson, Arizona State
University
"Harris Bor has produced a gripping
and beautifully written investigation…
his words bring philosophy and
religion to life." – Rabbi Professor
Samuel Lebens, Haifa University
“Will appeal to [all] who share his
concern for the future of humanity.”
– Emeritus Professor Nicholas de
Lange, Cambridge University

EVENT
EVENT
Date: Monday 17 January
Date: Monday 28 March
Time: 8–9:30pm
Time: 8–9:15pm
BOOK YOUR PLACE
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Limited seats. N2 fee, but book
£12 (£10 before 21 March)
soon to reserve your place.
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With S&P Sephardi Senior Rabbi Joseph Dweck

Guided by Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum

Exactly when did the Exodus take place? Why is the baking of
matzah such a time-dependant process? The hurry to leave
Egypt was more than a historical detail…
In this special lecture Rabbi Dweck will present a new
perspective on time and freedom as expressed in the Pesach
story. By analysing the text and commentaries of the Israelites’
flight to freedom, you will learn some profound lessons that
will enrich your Seders this year.

Rabbi Joseph
Dweck is Senior
Rabbi of the
S&P Sephardi
Community of the
UK and Deputy President of LSJS.
For sixteen years he served as
Rabbi of Congregation Shaare
Shalom in New York and for six
years was Headmaster of Barkai
Yeshivah Day School in Brooklyn.

12

ONLINE

Keynote Pre-Pesach Lecture

British Museum
Matzah Ramble

IN-PERSON

ONLINE
IN-PERSON

The Timing of Freedom

What were the powers of the Pharaoh? Why were the
Egyptians so obsessed with the dead? How precise
is the Exodus text? This Pesach take a deep dive into
Egyptology. Visiting the British Museum’s incomparable
Egyptian collection and dissecting specific artefacts will
transform your understanding of our Festival of Freedom.
Follow the trail of matza crumbs at the museum and
come face to face with powerful pharaohs, ancient
bricks and papyri covered with hieroglyphics. Our audio
equipment will ensure that you can socially distance and
still hear every word of our expert guide on our in-person
tours. Or watch and crunch your matzah from the comfort
of your home on our virtual version of this tour.

Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum is the Dean of LSJS
and a world-renowned educator. He is a
graduate of the Mandel Leadership Institute
in Jerusalem and gained semicha after
studying at the Montefiore Kollel in London.
He has an MA in Education from UCL and
a PhD in Theoretical Physics from KCL.

EVENT
Date: Monday 4 April
Time: 8–9:15pm
BOOK YOUR PLACE
£12 (£10 before 28 March)

IN-PERSON

ONLINE

Date: Tuesday 19 April,
Chol HaMoed Pesach
Time: 10am–12:45pm or 2–4:45pm

Date: Wednesday 20 April,
Chol HaMoed Pesach
Time: 6–7:30pm

BOOK YOUR PLACE

BOOK YOUR PLACE

£20 (£16 before 12 April)

£18 (£14 before 12 April)

13

ONLINE

Modern Jewish Literature

IN-PERSON

ONLINE
FREE EVENT

Covenant and
Continuity:

With Dr Aviva Dautch

New interpretations of
Rabbi Sacks's weekly shiur
Ever since Rabbi Sacks started writing
'Covenant & Conversation', his teachings
have changed the way we learn the weekly
parasha. His penetrating analyses and
enlightening insights continue to impact Jews
around the world, and have become staples
of our understanding of Chumash.
These 45-minute shiurim, with lecturers of
the highest quality, will develop Rabbi Sacks's
ideas on each parasha in Sefer Shemot and
distill key ideas in his approach to Chumash.
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COURSE SESSIONS
Start:
Duration:
Day:

Thursday 23 Dec
11 weeks
Thursdays

UK: 7–7:45pm
IL: 9pm

NY: 2pm
LA: 11am

SA: 8pm

CET: 8pm

BOOK YOUR PLACE
Free, booking is essential
In partnership with Hamikra.org

Modern Jewish Literature at LSJS is a
unique exploration into the modern Jewish
books that really matter. What books have
influenced us? Which ones have amused,
insulted or entertained us? Which books
do we love, which ones do we want
everyone to read, and which ones do we
want forgotten?

This course is free with thanks to our weekly sponsors. To find out about how you
can sponsor a week please contact karen.brosh@lsjs.ac.uk.

This course is dedicated to the
memory of Maureen Kendler z”l

DATE

SEDRA

TEACHER*

TITLE

23.12.21

Shemot

R. Dr Raphael Zarum

What made Moses Moses?

30.12.21

Va’era

Tanya White

The long road to freedom

6.1.22

Bo

R. Shaul Robinson

Did the firstborn deserve to die?

13.1.22

Beshallach

R. Dr Stu Halpern

Under the Sea: How Israel's
victory song revolutionised faith

20.1.22

Yitro

Rabbanit Sarah
Sharman Moser

From slavery to freedom via the
Ten Commandments

27.1.22

Mishpatim

Joanne Greenaway

Morality, legality and Halacha

Dr Aviva Dautch is the
Executive Director of
Jewish Renaissance, the
UK’s quarterly Jewish arts
magazine. She lectures on
modern Jewish culture at the University of
Roehampton and her poems, reviews and
literary essays are widely published. Aviva
is a regular contributor to courses
and programmes for the British Library, the
British Museum and BBC Radio 4.

3.2.22

Terumah

R. Johnny Solomon

Building our society together

10.2.22

Tezaveh

R. Dr Sam Lebens

Can God see in the dark?

17.2.22

Ki Tissa

R. Gideon Sylvester

A failed people?

24.2.22

Vayakhel

R. Alex Israel

The home we build together

3.3.22

Pekudei

Dr Yael Ziegler

Mishkan and creation of the world:
Creativity that leads to Kedusha

* For more information about the teahers, please visit our website (www.lsjs.ac.uk)

BOOK YOUR PLACE
Course: £98 (£88 before 4 January)
Per session: £12

COURSE SESSIONS
Start:
Duration:
No Class:
Day:
Time:

10 January
10 weeks
14 February
Mondays
10:30am–12:30pm

10 Jan:The Netanyahus
by Joshua Cohen
17 Jan: Operation Mincemeat
by Ben McIntyre
24 Jan: Letters to Camondo
by Edmund de Waal
31 Jan: In Memory of Memory
by Maria Stepanova
7 Feb: P
 eople Love Dead Jews
by Dara Horn
21 Feb:More Than I Love My Life
by David Grossman
28 Feb: H
 enna House
by Nomi Eve
7 March: T
 he Women of Rothschild
by Natalie Livingstone
14 March: P
 urim special:
Portrayals of Esther and Vashti in
art and literature
21 March: T
 he Secret Purposes
by David Baddiel
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ONLINE

Starting:
Duration:
Day:
Time:

With Debbie Meyer

18 Jan: Succession: Replacing
the irreplaceable

Joshua faces what is, perhaps, one of
the most difficult tasks in the whole
of Tanach – succeeding Moshe, our
greatest prophet and leader. How will
the generation of the wilderness adjust
to this new style of leadership and to
a new life in the Land of Israel? After
wandering for 40 years, will the reality
live up to their expectations?
This course will trace the account of
the Israelites' first steps in the Promised
Land as told in the Book of Yehoshua,
through the eyes of the commentators.
We will follow the conquest of the
land, explore the Children of Israel’s
moral dilemma in dispossessing
the indigenous nations and analyse
the success of the transition from a
nomadic tribe to an established nation.
Dedicated by Romie & Esther Tager
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COURSE SESSIONS

No class

18 January
7 weeks
Tuesdays
1–2:30pm
8–9:30pm
22 February

25 Jan:The harlot and the spies
1 Feb: A
 nd the walls came
tumbling down
8 Feb:Defeat and deception
15 Feb: W
 ar and morality
1 March: Tribal divisions and
determined women
8 March:Fulfilling the promise
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Course: £80 (£70 before 12 Jan)
Per session: £12
Debbie Meyerstudied
law at The Hebrew
University and is a
qualified solicitor in both
Israel and the UK. She is
a graduate of the LSJS Susi Bradfield
Educational Leadership Programme.

FOR WOMEN

IN-PERSON

ONLINE
IN-PERSON

Joshua:
Realising
the dream

In-depth Parashat
Hashavua
With Rebbetzin Lauren Levin

Each week study fascinating
approaches to the upcoming
Torah portion using a range
of commentators on source
sheets prepared in advance.
This is the ultimate way to
wake those brain cells and give
a kick-start to your week.
This class begins with 60 minutes
preparation time in chevruta
(in pairs), followed by a shiur
which begins at 10:30am.

COURSE SESSIONS
Term:
Day:

24 January–4 April
Mondays 9:30am–12:30pm
60 minutes' preparation
followed by shiur

Rebbetzin
Lauren Levin
is a Yoetzet Halacha
(Woman Advisor in
Jewish Law), and
Rebbetzin at South Hampstead
United Synagogue. She is a graduate
of the Nishmat Centre for Advanced
Torah Study for Women in Jerusalem.
Lauren has been leading this Parasha
group at LSJS for many years. Join
her many dedicated students and
contribute to the discussion.
BOOK YOUR PLACE
£10 per session
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Hearing God

Orthodoxy's response to a vital concern
With Rav Yonatan Rosensweig

What does Revelation mean?
With Tanya White
The word ‘revelation’ today is almost an
anomaly. It belongs to a time gone by;
of a nation that once saw the wonders
and watched in awe as God revealed
Himself. How can we today, in an age of
scepticism, rationalism and modernity
still ‘feel’ God? In a time of reason can
its opposite, revelation, be spoken of?
How do we, in our post-modern age, still
claim to have had ‘revelation’ and, most
poignantly, how can we, the generation
following the destruction of a third of
world Jewry, still claim to ‘hear’ God?
These question are not easily answered.
Perhaps when we seek to ‘hear’ God,
to re-live our Har Sinai experience on
both a national and individual level, the
question needs to be addressed even
more urgently.
Tanya White is an
International lecturer,
writer and educator with
a focus on Tanach and
Contemporary Jewish
Thought. She is currently completing
her doctorate in Jewish Philosophy at
Bar Ilan University and is the recipient of
the Schupf Fellowship for outstanding
students. Tanya has published numerous
articles, in books and on social media.
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ONLINE

ONLINE

Jewish Law & Mental Health

COURSE SESSIONS
Start:
Duation:
Day:
Time:
No class

27 January
6 Weeks
Thursdays
10:30am–12pm
3 March

27 Jan:The ‘revelatory’
experiences in the Tanach
3 Feb:Revelation and
Enlightenment philosophy
10 Feb: M
 artin Buber: I – Thou
17 Feb: A
 .J. Heschel: Radical
amazment and Depth Theology
24 Feb: E
 liezer Berkovits and
Holocaust theology
9 March: R
 evelation in a postmodern era
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Course: £68 (£58 before 13
January)
Per session: £12

Many people deal with poor mental health.
Orthodoxy can sometimes be the cause
of these issues, compound them and
become a stumbling block for those trying
to overcome them. But it can also be a help,
and a source of great comfort. Come learn
about the intersection of Jewish law and
mental health, about what we do wrong in
this field and what we can do right, about
stigma and what a halachic community can
do to fight it, and much more.
Rav Yonatan Rosensweig is
a graduate of Yeshiva Maale
Adumim, and received semicha
from Rav Nachum Eliezer
Rabinovitch zt"l. He served as
Rosh Kollel in Melbourne, Australia, for three
years. He is currently the rabbi of the Netzach
Menashe community in Beit Shemesh, Ram
at Midreshet Lindenbaum, founder of the
Maaglei Nefesh centre for Halacha and
mental health, and author of several books.

COURSE SESSIONS
Start:
Duration:
Day:
Time:

2 February
5 weeks
Wednesdays
8–9:30pm

2 Feb:Introduction:
The challenges
9 Feb:Depression and
anxiety: Can I listen to
music on Shabbat?
16 Feb: E
 ating disorders:
Am I allowed to fast on
Yom Kippur?
23 Feb: I s Halacha the
problem or the solution?
Dealing with mental health
issues in a religious context
2 March:Don't just say a
prayer for me: How can
spiritual leaders and
religious communities help
those struggling with their
mental health?
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Course: £57 (£48 before 27
January)
Per session: £12
With thanks to our media partners:
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The Year of Shemita

With Professor Martin Lockshin

With Rabbi Alan Haber

For many Jews, Rashi’s Torah
commentary is the final word.
Curiously, his own grandson and
disciple wrote a commentary that
challenges Rashi’s readings of
the biblical text on almost every
page. Rashbam (Rabbi Samuel
ben Meir; c. 1080–c. 1165) was not
a religious rebel, but he allowed
himself surprising liberty when
it came to interpreting the text.
In many ways, his approach —
taking a fresh look at the peshat,
the plain meaning of the text
without the traditional Jewish
interpretations — is similar to that
of modern critical scholars.

COURSE SESSIONS
Start:
Duration:
Day:
Time:
No class:

8 February
4 weeks
Tuesdays
7–8pm
1 March

8 Feb:Does the Jewish day really begin
at nightfall? A reading that ruffled many
feathers
15 Feb:Was Esau Incorrigible ? A new
reading of Jacob and Esau
22 Feb: Why did Moses Mendelssohn
dislike Rashbam’s Torah commentary?
8 March: W
 as the Torah best understood
by the people to whom it was given?
BOOK YOUR PLACE:
Course: £40 (£36 before 26 January)
Per session: £10
Martin Lockshinis University
Professor Emeritus at York
University (Toronto) and lives
in Jerusalem. He received
his PhD in Near Eastern and
Judaic Studies from Brandeis University
and his rabbinic ordination in Israel while
studying in Yeshivat Merkaz HaRav Kook.
Among Lockshin’s publications is his
four-volume translation and annotation of
Rashbam’s commentary on the Torah.

20

ONLINE

ONLINE

Rashi’s Rebellious
Grandson – Rashbam

From Biblical Revolution to Modern Solutions

The mitzva of Shemita (every 7th year we
are commanded not to work the land)
presents us with an extremely inspiring,
and challenging, vision to be implemented
once every seven years. In ancient times,
our people struggled with these challenges,
never fully managing to implement the great
vision. Upon the return to our homeland in
modern times, new challenges, as well as
new opportunities have arisen.
Over five weeks, we will study the biblical,
philosophical, and halachic aspects of this
mitzva, and survey the main approaches
taken in contemporary Israel to grapple with
the practical implementation of Shemita.
Rabbi Alan Haber serves
on the faculty of World Bnei
Akiva’s Midreshet Torah
V’Avodah. He has taught at
Matan and Nishmat. He is a
tour guide, and member of the editorial staff
of the Koren Talmud Bavli and the several
editions of the new Koren Tanakh. Rabbi
Haber was one of the founders of Michlelet
Mevaseret Yerushalayim (MMY), and was
the director there for 16 years. He studied at
Yeshivat Har Etzion and Yeshiva University.

COURSE SESSIONS:
Start:
Duration:
Day:
Time:
No class

16 February
5 weeks
Wednesdays
7:30–8:30pm
9 and 16 March

16 Feb:Biblical, philosophical and
hashkafic overview
23 Feb:Laws of Shemita
2 March: P
 ractical applications
today and the “consumer’s choice”
23 March: T
 he expert and the
farmer – an online discussion
30 March: S
 hemita and debt
remission
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Course: £48 (£44 before 10 February)
Per session: £10
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The unique perspective of Ramban

Whether you are a beginner or want to
improve your skills, our expert teachers
will guide you in small classes, at your
level. Lessons are interactive and
include a mixture of written and spoken
activities, debates, reading newspapers
and watching video clips, all designed to
help you develop your language skills.
Call the LSJS office to ask for one of our
teachers to assess which level is right
for you and to book your place.

Modern Hebrew at the level that’s right for you

With Rabbi Barry Kleinberg
'Nahmanides (Ramban) was the
greatest halakhist of the thirteenth
century and remains one of the most
original and creative expositors of
the Bible that the Jewish tradition has
ever produced' (Halbertal 2020). Was
Nahmanides a mystic or a rationalist? In
what ways did he oppose Maimonides?
What were his top 20 pieces of biblical
exegesis? This course will attempt
to answer some of these questions,
explore the complexities in his writings,
and come to a greater understanding
of his philosophy.

COURSE SESSIONS
Start:
Duration:
Day:
Time:

7 March
4 weeks
Mondays
8–9:30pm

COURSE SESSIONS
Start date: 9/10/11/1 January
Duration: Year long (37 weeks)
ULPAN PRICE
Year long price: Early bird £330.
(After 2 January £360)
Contact the LSJS office for termly
payment options.
Classes with ** begin in January
Note: Classes will run subject to
sufficient numbers.

7 March:The Commentator
14 March: T
 he Mystic
21 March: T
 he Rationalist
28 March: T
 he Philosopher
BOOK YOUR PLACE
Course: £42 (£38 before
1 March)
Per session: £12
Rabbi Barry
Kleinberg is an
osteopath and
lectures at the
British College of
Osteopathic Medicine. He is an
LSJS Teaching Fellow and has
been involved in Jewish education
for 20 years.
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ONLINE

The LSJS Ulpan

IN-PERSON

ONLINE
IN-PERSON

Mysticism, the Bible
and Jewish Law

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Starting 9 Jan

Starting 10 Jan

Starting 11 Jan

Starting 12 Jan

9:30–11:30am
** Bet 1
with Liat

10am–12pm
Bet 2
with Daphna
1:30–3:30pm
Aleph 3
with Daphna

NEW

7–9pm
**Absolute
Beginners
with Rina

10am–12pm
Aleph 4 with Rina

10am–12pm
Bet 3 with Daphna

Bet 2 with Daphna

Dalet with Liat

Gimmel with Liat
8–10pm
Bet 3 with Rina
**Aleph 2 with
Daphna

The LSJS library now contains a special Ulpan shelf. When attending a class, take
a moment to peruse the resources – textbooks in case you forget yours at home,
Hebrew newspapers and journal articles at various levels, and of course books.
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Office spaceENT
TO R

For charities only

A space where ideas f lourish and collaboration is facilitated

“Teachers open our eyes to the world. They give us curiosity and
confidence. They teach us to ask questions. They connect us to our
past and future. They’re the guardians of our social heritage.
They are the people who really shape our lives.”
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”l
former LSJS President, Principal, lecturer & student

Is working from home driving you mad?
Need a local safe space to work from?
At LSJS we have temporary desk space
available to rent. Quiet spaces with access to
communal kitchens – all Covid compliant!
To find out more about our flexible terms
please contact paul.gould@lsjs.ac.uk

Please consider
leaving a

Legacy

 Convenient location in NW4
 Free parking
 Jewish community hub
 Access to a range of meeting rooms

to
LSJS

For more information please contact paul.gould@lsjs.ac.uk or call us on 020 8203 6427

The LSJS Shop
You are now one click away from
purchasing copies of previous LSJS
events to enjoy at a time that suits you
Visit our online shop to get recordings of events
featuring Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”l, Professor Deborah Lipstadt
S&P Senior Sephardi Rabbi Joseph Dweck,
Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum, and many other great teachers

New events added regularly
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Go to www.lsjs.ac.uk and click on shop!

By leaving a donation in your
will to LSJS you will be ensuring
that we can carry on providing
inspirational and expertly trained
teachers and leaders for your
children and grandchildren for
years to come.

Please contact Karen Brosh
on 0208 203 6427 or
karen.brosh@lsjs.ac.uk
to find out more about how
your gift will make a huge
impact on the work that
LSJS does.
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Attend in person or on Zoom

• Get a Middlesex University Degree
• Work whilst you study
• Only 3 hours of lectures per week

The Marc Weinberg
Community Library
BROWSE, BORROW OR BUY

For more information, please contact Suzanne: suzanne.wayland@lsjs.ac.uk or 020 8203 6427 ext. 216

Teacher Training
With LSJS
Teaching is one of the most stimulating
and rewarding careers, offering clear
career progression.
At LSJS we have been training teachers for
over 10 years and offer a range of courses to
become a qualified teacher. Our hands-on,
expert team are ready to guide and support
you every step of the way.
Contact us now to find out more.

26

The library holds over 70,000
volumes of Judaica and Hebraica.
Memberships are available to the
community, who are welcome to
access our online catalogue.
A selection of books is also available
for purchase (new and second-hand).

KEY FACILITIES
• Free wi-fi
• Bookshop (new & second-hand)
• Access to the archives

WORK

OPENING HOURS

Do you need a quiet place to work?
Our library provides a comfortable,
quiet and inviting location for both
leisure and academic study.
Free wi-fi available on site.

Mon–Thurs: 9am–5:30pm
Friday:
9am–1pm (Winter)

9am–3pm (Summer)
(Subject to change. Please check the
website for updates)

VOLUNTEER
Our library is run by a team of
dedicated volunteers. Whether you
want some experience, have spare
time or just love books (and the people
who read them), come join our team.

To contact the library, email
library@lsjs.ac.uk or call
0208 203 6427 ext 206
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Design: Natalie Friedemann-Weinberg

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

DAYTIME COURSES

DAYTIME COURSE

EVENING COURSES

Modern Jewish Lit.
Dr Aviva Dautch

Joshua: Realising
the Dream
Debbie Meyer

Halacha & Mental Health
R. Yonatan Rosensweig

In-depth Parasha
Rebbetzin Lauren
Levin
EVENING COURSE
Mysticism, the Bible
& Jewish Law
R. Barry Kleinberg

The Year of Shemita
R. Alan Haber

EVENING COURSES

THURSDAY

Joshua: Realising
the Dream
Debbie Meyer

DAYTIME COURSE

Rashi's Rebellious
Grandson – Rashbam
Prof. Martin Lockshin

Hearing God
Tanya White
EVENING COURSES

IN-PERSON & ONLINE

SPECIALS

Book early for reductions

The Sacks Chair of
Modern Jewish Thought
R. Dr Raphael Zarum
Monday 17 January
Re-presenting the
Holocaust at IWM
James Bulgin
Monday 31 January
Face to Face
R. Alex Israel
Sunday 13 February
Jewish Lives Interrupted
Dr Helena Miller
Monday 14 February

Achashverosh on Trial
Anthony Metzer QC,
Rachel Marcus,
R. Dr Harvey Belovski
& more
Sunday 27 February

Persia & Purim BM Tour
Sunday 13,
Monday 14 March
British Museum Matza
Ramble
Tuesday 19,
Wednesday 20 April

Staying Human
Dr Harris Bor
Monday 28 March

ULPAN

The Timing of Freedom
S&P Senior Sephardi
R. Joseph Dweck
Monday 4 April

Wohl Campus for Jewish Education,
44a Albert Road, London NW4 2SJ
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MUSEUM TOURS

Esther in America
R. Dr Stu Halpern
Monday 7 March

London School of Jewish Studies

Covenant & Continuity
R. Gideon Sylvester,
Dr Yael Ziegler & more

11 levels: Sun–Wed

London School of Jewish Studies
Whatsapp group only: 07869811516
@londonschooljewishstudies
@LSJS_Hendon

lsjsadmin@lsjs.ac.uk | 020 8203 6427 | www.lsjs.ac.uk

